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What is Public Policy Advocacy? 

Advocacy is identifying, embracing, and promoting an issue 

or cause. Influencing public opinion as well as public policy. 

 

Includes:  

• Writing, visiting, or calling a legislator 

• Educating the public to influence support 

• Thanking legislators for supporting causes that are 

important to you 

• Researching and following legislation that impacts 

the work you do or the causes you support 

• Testifying on legislation 

 

 

 
There are many ways to advocate.  Formal lobbying is not the 

only way to advocate.  



The Volunteers of America Public 
Policy Initiative 

Goal of 
Effecting 
Change 

Through: 

As part of our dedication to serving those in need, the 
Volunteers of America Colorado Branch has developed 

the Public Policy Initiative to advocate for issues affecting 
our organization, our clients, and all vulnerable groups 

within our communities. 

Legislative 
Advocacy 

Education 



Our Community Outreach and 
Advocacy Committee (COAC) 

WHO/WHAT: COAC is a committee of VOA Colorado Branch staff, volunteers, 
and board members.   
 

WHEN/WHERE: The committee meets at 2:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday of 
the month in Volunteers of America’s Administration Building (2660 Larimer 
Street, Denver, CO 80205). 

 

WHY: The goal is to effect change through education and legislative advocacy. 
COAC strives to create a voice for those in need by educating the community 
about public policy advocacy and informing legislators about issues affecting 
Colorado’s most vulnerable populations. 

 

HOW: Through a variety of community outreach and advocacy activities such 
as: the Legislative Luncheon, Community Outreach Events, and the Advocacy 
Newsletter. 



Advocacy Initiatives 

Board President Bob 
Bardwell Speaking at the 

Legislative Luncheon  

• Community Outreach Events: monthly events that 
highlight VOA’s programs to policymakers and 
elected officials 
 

• Colorado Conference:  an annual conference that 
aims to inform staff about relevant public policy 
issues through panel discussions and dynamic 
presentations. 

 
• Legislative Luncheon: a luncheon held on the day 

of the Colorado Conference.  State legislators are 
invited to share a meal with with VOA staff and 
board constituents and to learn about the 
difference VOA makes in their communities.  
 
 



Advocacy Initiatives 

• Testifying on Legislation at the State Capitol 
 
• Bill Tracking: monitoring of proposed state legislation that affects VOA 

operations and/or VOA clients 
 

• Issuing Action Alerts 
 
 

• The Quarterly Advocacy Newsletter:  
  
 Legislative: to educate state 
 legislators about VOA programs, 
 activities, and events 
  
 Staff and Volunteers: to brief our 
 organization about advocacy 
 activities and to provide tips for 
 effective advocacy 

 



Getting Involved 

The Community Outreach and Advocacy Committee 

welcomes you to get involved!  Our membership is diverse 

but we all share a desire to create a voice for those in 

need.  Please contact us for more information.  We will 

gladly discuss the issues we care about, how we 

advocate, and the ways you can get involved.    

 

Contact Information 

Email: publicpolicy@voacolorado.org 

Telephone: (303) 297-0408 X13128 

mailto:publicpolicy@voacolorado.org

